MURIATES.
have been, l. To forma sulphate of ammonia; to mht
that salt with muriate of soda ; and to expose the mix-
ture to a heat sufficient to sublime the muriate of am-
monia. The ammonia is usually obtained by the distil-
lation of animal substances, or from soqt. 2. To de-
compose muriate of lime by means of ammonia. 3. To
combine muriatic aqid directly with ammonia, and to
sublime.
This salt is applietj to agreaj; variety of purposes. It
is from it that pure ammonia is usually extracted. A
considerable portion of sal ammoniac is consumed by
coppersmiths, &c. who employ it to prevent the oxi-
dizement of the surface of the metals which they are
covering with tin. Dissolved in nitric acid, it forms
aqua regia, employed in the solution of gold. It has
the curious property of rendering many metallic oxides
volatile, and is often used by metallurgists to separate
metals from each other. T^hese different metallicjtowers,
as they were called, or combinations of sal ammoniac
with metallic oxides, were Formerly used in medicine.
Great quantities of this salt were once consumed by
the dyers, though it is difficult in many cases to see for
what purpose. At present, much of the sal ammoniac
made in this country is said to be exported to Russia.
IV. Muriate of Lime. This salt was proposed by
Fourcroy as a remedy in scrofulous diseases; but it
does not seem to have come into use in this country as
a medicine. The discovery of Lowitz, of the great cold
which it generates when mixed with snow, has made it
extremely useful as an ingredient in freezing mixtures.
The same chemist has taught us the method of purify-
ing rJcohol and ether by means of it, from the water and
alcohol with which they are respectively contaminated.